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Business activity was stronger in March 
than it had beenduring the preceding six months. For 
the first time since iast August the monthly Index of 
Business Activity in New Mexico was above that of the 
same month of the previous year. Additionally, the 
expansion of business from February to March was 
greater than we have seen from any month to the next 
during the last year and a half. To emphasize the 
strong advance of business during March, we can note 
that the March index was higher than any month's of 
1960 with the single exception of that of last August. 
However, before we rejoice at the apparent end of the 
business downturn, we should observe that bank 
debits--which are a major indicator of the direction 
and volume of business activity--were up strongly 
in March, but fell again in April. So no trend has 
developed. 

During the last two months a change of considerable 
significance for New Mexico's economy hasbeen shap- 
ing up. Although business in the State has been at re- 
duced volumes forthe past year and a half, the levelof 
employment steadily increased until January. Since 
then, however, employment increases have been so 
small as to be considered negligible. Also, the num- 
ber of industries reporting declining or stable employ- 
ment increased during both February and March; and 
except for support from the government, services, 
and trade categories the overall level of employment 
would actually have dropped. Nevertheless, although 
employment declined slightly during March and April 
from the February high, it remained at near record 
highs. Employment changes should be watched closely 
for the indications they will give of the strength or 
weakness of economic activity inthe State during 1961. 


NEW MEXICO’S POPULATION SINCE 1910 


Business Activity 


Index of Business Activity (1947-49 = 100) 


Sales data: Not available. See March 1959 issue of NEW MEXICO BUSINESS 


*Life Insurance Sales (1, 000s) 
*Bank Debits, 34 banks (1, 000s) 
Bank Loans and Discounts, 34 banks (1, 000s) 
Demand Deposits, 34 banks (1, 000s) 
Time Deposits, 34 banks (1, 000s) 
Business Failure Liabilities (1, 000s) 


Wage Workers in Nonagricultural Establishments 
in Mining 
in Contract Construction 

*in Manufacturing 

in Transportation and Utilities 
in Trade 
in Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate 
in Services and Miscellaneous 
in Government 

Number of Insured Unemployed 

Rate of Unemployment (per cent of labor force) 


Construction Contracts Awarded (value in 1, 000s) 
Residential (value in 1, 000s) 
Number of Permits 
Floor Area (1,000 sq ft) 
Nonresidential (value in 1, 000s) 
Floor Area (1,000 sq ft) 
Heavy Engineering (value in 1, 000s) 


*Petroleum Production (1, 000s of bbls) 
Natural Gas Production (millions of cu ft) 
*Electric Power Production (1, 000s of kwhs) 
*Index of Total Metallics Production (1947-49 = 100) 
Mine Production - Copper (1, 000s of lbs) 
Mine Production - Lead (1, 000s of lbs) 
Mine Production - Zinc (1, 000s of lbs) 
*Mine Production - Potash (1, 000s of tons) 


Index of All Farm Prices (1947-49 = 100) 
Index of Livestock Prices 
Index of Crop Prices 

Receipts from All Farm Marketings (1, 000s) 
Livestock and Products 
Crops 


Bank Debits, 34 banks (1, 000s) 

Bank Loans and Discounts, 34 banks (1, 000s) 
Demand Deposits, 34 banks (1, 000s) 

Time Deposits, 34 banks (1,000s) 


Wage Workers in Nonagricultural Establishments 
Number of Insured Unemployed 
Rage of Unemployment (per cent of labor force) 


*Building Permits, total 18 cities (1, 000s) 
Residential 
Nonresidential 
Other 


Index of All Farm Prices (1947-49 = 100) 
Index of Livestock Prices 
Index of Crop Prices 


New Mexico 


Per Cent Change 
March 1961 from 


INDEX 
March 1961 


(Average Month 
= 100) 


1947-49 


292. 


Ne 


4 
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INDEX 
April 1961 


(Average Month 
1947-49 = 100) 


March Year Earlier Feb. Mar. 

1961 March 1960 1961 1960 
292.4 285.4 + 9.8 + 2.5 

$ 25,010 $ 22,805 + 6.6 + 9.7 
514, 086 499,098 + 15.5 + 3.0 
49,175 48,969 + 5.6 + 0.4 
328, 861 334,412 - 1.9 - 1.7 
147, 835 131, 247 * 3.3 + 12.6 
279 146 + 21.4 + 91.8 
233, 600 232,600 + 0.3 0.4 
19, 700 20,100 = £.6 2.0 
17, 000 18, 800 - 1.2 9.6 
15, 600 16,500 * £2 - 5.5 
19,400 20, 300 - 0.5 4.4 
49, 200 48,100 + 1.0 + 2.3 
9,400 9,400 0.0 0.0 
37,500 36, 200 0.8 + 3.6 
65, 800 63, 200 + 0.2 + 4.1 
11,968 8, 841 - 2.9 + 35.4 
6.24 4.66 - 2.8 + 33.9 
$ 15,516 $ 14, 263 - 16.8 + 8.8 
$ 6,537 $ 6,753 + 34.1 - 3.2 
469 525 + 23.7 - 10.7 

613 639 + 33.0 - 4.1 
$ 6,668 $ 2,669 - 9.5 +149.8 
509 241 - 13.1 +111.2 
$ 2,311 $ 4,841 - 62.7 - 52.3 
9, 382 8, 864 + 12.2 + §$.8 
64, 886 72,529 + 6.6 - 10.5 
290,912 300, 660 - 0.7 - 3.2 
98.6 86.1 + 10.9 + 14.6 
13,520 12,444 + 9.4 + 8.6 
440 554 - 10.6 - 20.6 
3,900 2,412 + 23.3 + 61.7 
1,494 1,301 + 17.9 + 14.8 
103.1 103.1 + 2.1 0.0 
110.4 112.1 * 6.8 - 1.5 
92.5 88.1 + 5.5 + 5.0 
$ 11,586 $ 8,818 + 43.6 + 31.4 
9,574 7,102 + 28.8 + 34.9 
2,012 1,716 + 24.8 + 17.3 

Per Cent Change 

April 1961 from 

April Year Earlier Mar. Apr. 
1961 April 1960 1961 1960 
$472,355 $482,787 - 8.1 - 2.2 
49, 837 49,557 + 1.3 + 0.6 
333,123 327,152 * is + 1.8 
149, 237 130,781 + 0.9 * 36. 
236, 300 236,700 + 1.0 - 0.2 
11,011 7,260 - 8.0 + 51.7 
5.68 3.78 - 9.0 + 50.3 
$ 6,039 $ 8,818 - 30.7 - 31.5 
3, 899 4,709 - 1.5 - 17.2 
834 3,056 - 70.3 - 72.7 
1,306 1,053 - 32.8 + 24.0 
104.1 102.1 + 1.0 + 2.0 
111.1 109.4 + 0.6 
94.0 91.3 + 1.6 + 3.0 


*Indexes for these items are used to compute the Index of Business Activity. 


2A lthough the number of reporting units ch 


Sources: 
Retail Sales Data: N. M. Bureau of Revenue 
Potash Production: N. M. Bureau of Revenue 


ages, the ind 
>The figures in this series are based on the average of three months' data. 


299. 
336. 
180. 
424. 


178. 


for these items are comparable with indexes for preceding months. 


Petroleum and Natural Gas Production: N. M. Oil Conservation 


Commission 


Life Insurance Sales (New Ordinary): Life Insurance Agency 


Management Association 


Wage Workers and Unemployment: N. M. Employment Security 


Commission and U.S. Department of Labor 


9? 
22 
32 


Electric Power Production: Federal Power Commission 
Metallics Production: U.S. Bureau of Mines 


Farm Prices and Marketings: U.S. Agricultural Marketing 


Service 


Bank Data (all series) and Building Permits: 


Bureau of Business Research, UNM 


Business Failure Liabilities: Dun & Bradstreet, Inc. 
Construction Contracts: F. W. Dodge Corporation 


713.1 
331. 
177. 
420. 
974, 
176. 
162. 
134, 
181. 
121. 
169. 
301. 
172. 
223. 
401.8 
247. 
403. 
329. 
98. 
iat. 
42. 
61. 
373. 
103. 
110. 
92. 
130. 
152. 
79. 
2 
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210. 0% 
218.6% 
114, 
360. 0* 
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New Mexico’s Population Since 1910 


In 1912 New Mexico became the forty-seventh 
state of the Union. During the almost 50 years of 
statehood (specifically, the half-century between 
the censuses of 1910 and 1960) the economic and 
social character of New Mexico changed in many 
ways. These changes affected the composition 
and distribution of New Mexico's population quite 
as much as the changing population itself affected 
the economic and social situation. Data from the 
censuses taken every 10 years permit us tomeas- 
ure accuratelythe shifts occurring inthe make-up 
of our population. 

At this time, the results of only a limited num- 
ber of measures made bythe 1960 Census of Pop- 
ulation are available. In order to make these data 
available as quickly as possible to interested per- 


ARTHUR A. BLUMENFELD 


sons, the Bureau of Business Research has pre- 
pared the accompanying series of tables vital to 
any understanding of the changes that have taken 
place in New Mexico since 1910. The Bureau of 
the Census has indicated that detailed character- 
istics of the population obtained from the 1960 
census will be published during the last half of 
1961. The Bureau of Business Research plans to 
make at that time a thorough examination of the 
composition of the State's population and of the 
factors that have brought changes, as well as an 
appraisal of future effects of such alterations. 

It is important to recognize that population 
growth and decline are closely related to the 
availability and utilization of the resources of an 
area. Resources, of course, must be considered 


TABLE I 


NEW MEXICO COUNTY POPULATION 
1910 - 1960 


A: As Reported by the U.S. Bureau of the Census 


B: As Adjusted for Constant Areas 


1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 
Bernalillo 23,606 29,855 45,430 69,391 145,673 262,199 Bernalillo 23,606 29,855 45,430 69,391 145,673 262,199 
Catron(1) -- -- 3, 282 4,881 3,533 2,773 Catron(1) 4, 380 3,780 3,282 4,881 3,533 2,773 
Chaves(2) 16, 850 12,075 19,549 23,980 40,605 57,649 Chaves(2) 14, 967 12,075 19,549 23,980 40,605 57,649 
Colfax 16,460 21,550 19,157 18,718 16, 761 13,806 Colfax 16,460 21,550 19,157 18,718 16,761 13, 806 
Curry 11,443 11, 236 15, 809 18,159 23,351 32,691 Curry 11,443 11, 236 15, 809 18,159 23,351 32,691 
De Baca(2) -- 3,196 2,893 3,725 3,464 2,991 De Baca(2) 4,365 3,196 2,893 3,725 3,464 2,991 
Dona Ana 12,893 16,548 27,455 30,411 39, 557 59,948 Dona Ana 12, 893 16,548 27,455 30,411 39,557 59,948 
Eddy(2) 12,400 9,116 15, 842 24,311 40, 640 50,783 Eddy(2) 9,684 9,116 15, 842 24,311 40,640 50, 783 
Grant(3) 14,813 939 19,050 20,050 21,649 18,700  Grant(3) 12,253 21,939 19,050 20,050 21,649 18,700 
Guadalupe(2) 10,927 8,015 7,027 8, 646 6,772 5,610 Guadalupe(2) 7,636 8,015 7,027 8, 646 6,772 5,610 
Harding(!) -- -- 4,421 4,374 3,013 1,874 Harding(1) 3,690 5,390 4,421 4,374 3,013 1,874 
Hidalgo(3) -- 4,338 5,023 4,821 5,095 4,961 Hidalgo(3) 2,560 4,338 5,023 4,821 5,095 4,961 
Lea(2) -- 3,545 6,144 21,154 30,717 53,429 Lea(2) 4, 286 3,545 6,144 21,154 30,717 53,429 
Lincoln 7,822 7,823 7,198 8,557 7,409 7,744 Lincoln 7,822 7, 823 7,198 8,557 7,409 7,744 
Los Alamos(4) -- -- -- -- 10,476 13,037 Los Alamos(4) 200 225 260 240 10,476 13, 037 
Luna 3,913 12,270 6,247 6,457 8,753 9,839 Luna 3,913 12,270 6,247 6,457 8,753 9,839 
McKinley 12,963 13,731 20,643 23,641 27,451 37,209 McKinley 12,963 13,731 20,643 23,641 27,451 37,209 
Mora(1) 12,611 13,915 10, 322 10, 981 8,720 6,028 Mora(1) 10,921 10,935 10, 322 10,981 8,720 6,028 
Otero 7,069 7,902 9,779 10,522 14,909 36,976 Otero 7, 069 7,902 9,779 10,522 14,909 36,976 
Quay 14,912 10,444 10, 828 12,111 13,971 12,279 Quay 14,912 10,444 10, 828 12,111 13,971 12,279 
Rio Arriba 16,624 19,552 21,381 25,352 24,997 24,193 Rio Arriba 16,624 19,552 21, 381 25,352 24,997 24,193 
Rooseveit(2) 12, 064 6,548 11,109 14,549 16,409 16,198 Roosevelt(2) 11, 303 6,548 11, 109 14,549 16,409 16,198 
Sandoval(4) 8,579 8, 863 11,144 13, 898 12,438 14,201 Sandoval(4) 8,479 8,738 10, 994 13,778 12,438 14, 201 
San Juan 8,504 8, 333 14,701 17,115 18,292 53,306 San Juan 8,504 8, 333 14,701 17,115 18,292 53,306 
San Miguel 22,930 22,867 23,636 27,910 26,512 23,468 San Miguel 22,930 22,867 23,636 27,910 26,512 23,468 
Santa Fe(4) 14,770 15,030 19,567 30,826 38,153 44,970 Santa Fe(4) 14,670 14,930 19,457 30,706 38,153 44,970 
Sierra 3,536 4,619 5, 184 6,962 7, 186 6,409 Sierra 3,536 4,619 5, 184 6, 962 7, 186 6,409 
Socorro(1) 14,761 14,061 9,611 11,422 9,670 10,168 Socorro!) 10, 381 10, 280 9,611 11,422 9,670 10,168 
Taos 12, 008 12,773 14, 394 18,528 17, 146 15,934 Taos 12,008 12,773 14, 394 18,528 17,146 15,934 
Torrance 10,119 9,731 9,269 11, 026 8,012 6,497. Torrance 10,119 9,731 9,269 11, 026 8,012 6,497 
Union(1) 11,404 16, 680 11, 036 9,095 7,372 6,068 Union! 9,404 14,271 11, 036 9,095 7,372 6, 068 
Valencia 13,320 13,795 16,186 20,245 22,481 39,085 Valencia 13,320 13,795 16,186 20,245 22,481 39, 085 
STATE 327,301 360,350 423,317 531,818 681,187 951,023 STATE 327,301 360,350 423,317 531,818 681,187 951,023 
(1) 1921: Catron county was organized from part of Socorro. Harding county was organized from parts of Union and Mora. 


(2) 1917: 
Roosevelt county annexed a strip of land from Chaves. 
(3) 1919: Hidalgo county was organized from part of Grant. 


(4) 1949: 


De Baca county was organized from parts of Chaves, Guadalupe, and Roosevelt. 


Los Alamos county was organized from parts of Sandoval and Santa Fe. 


Lea county was organized from parts of Chaves and Eddy. 


ina broad sense--as factors ranging from climate 
through natural resourcesto the nature andtrain- 
ing of the area's labor force. In most situations, 
the growth or decline of population in New Mexico, 
and specifically in its counties, can be directly 
traced to the changing utilization of the resources 
of the area involved. 

During the 50 years of statehood, New Mexico's 
population almost tripled. This rapid expansion 
achieves additional significance when we realize 
that during the same period the population of the 

‘United States did not quite double. When we com- 
pare the two rates of growth from decade to dec- 
ade, we learn that for the first two decades of 
statehood New Mexico was barely able to match 
the growth of the United States as a whole. Only 
since 1930 has the State begun greatly to out- 
distance the nation in this regard. From 1930 
through 1960 the population of the United States 
increased 46 per cent; during the same period the 
number of people in New Mexico grew by 125 per 
cent. Although the rate of change in New Mexico 
did not begin to surpass that of the United States 
until the 'Thirties, during each decade since 1910 
the State's populationhas expanded at an increas- 
ing rate. Such consistently growing rates over 
long periods are not usual; but where they do 
occur they are strong evidence of a rapidly ex- 
panding economy. 


TABLE I 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN — 
NEW MEXICO COUNTIES 
Census Years, 1910 - 1960 


1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1910 

thru thru thru thru thru thru 

1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1960 
Bernalillo + 26.5 +52.2 + 52.7 + 109.9 + 80.0 +1,010.7 
Catron - 13.7 -13.2 + 48.7 - 27.6 21.5 - 36.7 
Chaves - 19.3 +61.9 + 22.7 + 69.3 + 42.0 + 285.2 
Colfax + 30.9 -11.1 - 2.3 10.5 - 17.6 - 16.1 
Curry 1.8 +40.7 + 14.9 + 28.6 + 40.0 + 185.7 
De Baca - 26.8 - 9.5 + 28.8 : Be - 13.7 - $1.5 
Dona Ana + 28.3 +65.9 + 10.8 + 30.1 + 51.5 + 365.0 
Eddy - 5§.9 +73.8 + 53.5 + 67.2 + 25.0 + 424.4 
Grant 78.1 -13.2 + 8.0 13.6 + 52.6 
Guadalupe + 5.0 -12.3 + 23.0 - 21.7 - 17.2 26.5 
Harding + 46.1 -18.0 2 - i - 37.8 - 49.2 
Hidalgo + 69.5 +15.8 4.0 + 5.7 - 2.6 + 93.8 
Lea - 17.3 +73.3 +244.3 + 45.2 + 73.9 +1, 146.6 
Lincoln 0.0 - 8.0 + 18.9 - 13.4 + 4.5 - 1.0 
Los Alamos + 12.5 +15.6 + OF +4, 265.0 + 24.4 +6,418.5 
Luna 4213.6 -49.1 + 0.4 + 35.6 + 12.4 151.4 
McKinley + 5.9 +50.3 + 14.5 + 16.1 + 35.5 + 187.0 
Mora * @: - 5.6 + 6.4 20.6 - 30.9 - 44.8 
Otero + 11.8 +23.8 +148.0 + 423.1 
Quay - 30.0 + 3.7 + 11.8 + 15.4 - 12.1 29 
Rio Arriba + 17.6 + 9.4 + 18.6 - 1.4 - 3.2 + 45.5 
Roosevelt - 42.1 +69.7 + 31.0 + 12.8 - 1.3 + 43.3 
Sandoval + & +25.8 + 25.3 - 9.7 + 14.2 + 67.5 
San Juan - 2.0 +76.4 + 16.4 + 6.9 +191.4 + 526.8 
San Miguel - 0.3 + 3.4 + 18.1 - 5.0 - 11.5 + 2.3 
Santa Fe +30. 3 + 57.8 + 24.3 + 17.9 + 206.5 
Sierra + 30.6 +12.2 + 34.3 + 3.2 - 10.8 + 81.2 
Socorro - 1.0 - 6.5 + 18.8 - 15.3 + 6.1 - 2.1 
Taos + 6.4 +12.7 + 28.7 - 7.5 «~ 2 + 32.7 
Torrance - 3.8 = O.7 + 19.0 - 27.8 - 18.9 - 3.8 
Union + 51.8 -22.7 - 17.6 - 18.9 - 17.7 - $35.5 
Valencia + 3.6 +17.3 + 25.1 + 1.0 + 73.9 + 193.4 
STATE + 10.1 +17.5 + 25.6 + 28.1 + 39.6 + 190.6 
*County popul dj d for areas. 


Source: Goauea by ‘the UNM Bureau of Business Research from reports wa 
U.S. Bureau of the Census. 


TABLE Ill 
NEW MEXICO POPULATION BY AGE GROUPS 

1910 - 1960 
1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 
Under 6 54,109 56,079 65,217 76, 807 112,540 162,013 
6-13 59,939 69,777 81, 086 95,232 114, 385 182, 126 
a = 8 26,113 28,533 34, 874 44,308 46,625 65,072 
18 - 20 19,351 20,775 25, 184 31,175 34,565 41,137 
21 - 44 115, 1208 123, 453> 141, 791° 183,855 237,775 305, 837 
45 - 64 42,983 49,489 58,340 77,157 100, 350 143,568 
65 & over 9,686 12,244 16, 825 23,284 33, 185 51,270 
Total 327,301 360, 350 423,317 531,818 679,425 951,023 

Median Age 21.7 21.8 21.7 23.0 24.0 22.8 


Percentage Distribution: 
Under 6 

6-13 8 
14-17 8. 
18 - 20 5. 
21-44 35. 
45 - 64 13 
65 & over 3 


Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 


®Includes 494 persons of unknown ages. 

Dincludes 455 persons of unknown ages. 

“Includes 204 persons of unknown ages. 

Source: Computed by the UNM Bureau of Business Research from reports of the U.S 
Bureau of the Census. 


URBAN-RURAL CHANGES 

Among the most significant aspects of New 
Mexico's growing population has been the great 
expansion in the number of its urban residents, 
in comparison with the relatively stable number 
of its rural citizens. There were 624,000 more 
people living in New Mexico in 1960 than there 
were in 1910. Not only did the urban areas house 
a majority of our total 1960 population; but more 
than 85 per cent of the increased number of citi- 
zens lived in such areas. The increase of 82,000 
in the rural population represented fewer people 
than the natural increase by births over deaths. 
The relative stability of the rural population has 
been accounted for partly by the conversion of 
some rural areas to urban and partly by the mi- 
gration from rural areas to urban areas. 

The relatively greater increase in urban popu- 
lation reflects, among other things, the changing 
character of economic activity--the relatively 
greater expansion of employment in urban-ori- 
ented activities. At the same time it has posed 
many difficult problems--social, economic, and 
political. 


CHANGING AGE DISTRIBUTIONS 

The changing age composition of New Mexico's 
population is of great interest to many people; 
for example, businessmen are concerned with the 
size of the teenage clothing market or the old-age 
rocking-chair market. Educators must plan fa- 
cilities at the primary, secondary, and/or college 
level. Politicians are interested in the number of 
persons of voting age. Between 1910 and 1950 
the age composition of New Mexico's population 
changed significantly, with the lower- and the 
upper-age groups increasing more rapidly than 
the middle brackets. Since 1910 the number of 


| 
15.5 15.4 14.4 16.5 17.0 
19.4 19.1 17.9 16.8 19.1 
7.9 8.2 8.3 6.9 6.9 
: 5.8 6.0 5.9 5.1 4.3 
34.2 33.5 34.6 35.0 32.2 
13.8 13.8 14.5 14.8 15.1 
: 3.4 4.0 4.4 4.9 5.4 | 
| 
4 


TABLE IV 


AGE DISTRIBUTION OF NEW MEXICO POPULATION BY COUNTY 


al on _ Percentage Distribution 2 
Median 
Under 6 6-13 14-17 18-20 21-44 45-64 65 & over Age Under 6 6-13 14-17 18-20 21-44 45-64 65 & over 
Bernalillo 44,828 47,873 16,008 11,241 71,133 38, 831 12,285 23.8 17.0 18.3 6.1 4.3 34.8 14.8 4.7 
Catron 367 496 209 121 704 627 249 27.5 13.2 17.9 7.5 4.4 25.4 22.6 9.0 
Chaves 10, 362 10,208 3,537 2,673 20,374 7, 667 2, 828 22.9 17.9 17.7 6.2 4.6 35.3 13.3 5.0 
Colfax 1,937 2,550 = 1, 239 537 3,570 2,569 1,404 25.9 14.0 18.5 8.9 3.9 25.9 18.6 10.2 
Curry 5,596 5,388 2,020 1,556 11, 037 5, 048 2, 046 23.9 17.1 16.4 6.2 4.8 33.7 15.5 3 
De Baca 417 530 205 113 724 651 351 28.9 13.9 17.7 6.9 3.7 24.2 21.8 11.8 
Dona Ana 10,508 11,076 3,799 3,729 20,537 7,608 2,691 21.8 17.5 18.5 6.3 6.2 34.3 12.7 4.5 
Eddy 7,942 10, 201 3,807 1, 837 15,912 8,522 2,562 23.7 15.6 20.1 7.5 3.6 31.3 16.8 5.1 
Grant 2,672 3,499 1,463 813 5,453 3,465 1,335 25.3 14.2 18.8 7.8 4.3 29.2 18.5 7.2 
Guadalupe 994 1, 166 457 228 1, 383 960 422 20.5 17.7 20.8 8.1 4.1 24.6 17.1 7.6 
Harding 246 384 147 55 463 362 217 28.2 13.1 20.5 7.8 2.9 24.8 19.3 11.6 
Hidalgo 746 959 388 179 1,441 882 366 24.7 15.0 19.3 7.8 3.6 29.1 17.8 7.4 
Lea 8, 884 10,421 3,513 1,845 18,951 8, 142 1,673 24.0 16.6 19.5 6.6 3.4 35.5 15.2 3.2 
Lincoln 977 1,295 633 302 2,053 1,748 736 29.7 12.6 16.7 8.2 3.9 26.5 22.5 9.6 
Los Alamos 2,291 2,917 798 171 5,238 1,480 142 25.1 17.5 22.4 6.1 1.3 40.2 11.4 1.1 
Luna 1,624 1,851 752 350 2,759 1,754 749 24.1 16.5 18.8 7.6 3.6 28.0 17.8 7.9 
McKinley 7,261 8,691 2,790 1,659 10, 822 4,613 1,373 18.0 19.5 23.30 (7.5 4.5 29.1 12.4 3.7 
Mora 1, 006 1,374 580 243 1,217 1,024 584 19.0 16.6 22.8 9.7 4.0 20.2 17.0 9.7 
Otero 7,040 7,054 2,148 1,442 13,723 4,423 1,146 22.3 19.0 19.1 5.8 3.9 37.1 12.0 3.1 
Quay 1,722 2,316 980 432 3,141 2,488 1,200 26.8 14.0 18.8 8.0 3.5 25.6 20.3 9.8 
Rio Arriba 4,335 5,445 2,038 1, 067 6, 261 3,463 1,584 19.0 17.9 22.5 8.4 4.4 25.9 14.3 6.6 
Roosevelt 2, 082 2,603 1, 187 1,150 4,585 3,070 -1,521 25.1 12.8 16.1 7.3 7.1 28.3 19.0 9.4 
Sandoval 2,715 3, 096 1,192 663 3,621 2,076 838 18.6 19.1 21.8 8.4 4.6 25.5 14.6 6.0 
San Juan 10,646 11,015 3,656 1,961 17,816 6,552 1,660 20.0 19.9 20.7 6.8 3.7 33.4 12.3 3.2 
San Miguel 3,652 4,471 1,946 1, 286 5,908 4,140 2,065 22.2 15.5 19.1 8.3 5.4 25.2 17.7 8.8 
Santa Fe 7,057 8,515 3,076 1,806 13,466 8, 092 2,958 24.5 15.6 19.0 6.8 4.0 30.0 18.0 6.6 
Sierra 641 786 347 208 1,395 1,635 1,397 42.4 10.0 12.2 5.4 3.3 21.7 25.6 21.8 
Socorro 1,672 2,021 775 558 2,823 1,596 723 21.6 16.4 19.9 7.6 5.5 27.7 15.7 2 
Taos 2,541 3,633 1,441 681 3,755 2,540 1,343 19.6 15.9 22.8 9.0 4.3 23.6 15.9 8.5 
Torrance 1,022 1,257 570 294 1,644 1,197 513 22.4 15.7 19.3 8.8 4.5 25.3 18.5 7.9 
Union 802 1,113 478 187 1,498 1,280 710 29.1 13.2 18.3 7.9 3.1 24.7 21.0 11.8 
Valencia 7,428 7,922 2,893 1,750 12,430 5, 063 1,599 20.1 19.0 20.2 7.4 4.5 31.8 13.0 4.1 
STATE 162,013 182,126 65,072 41,137 305,837 143,568 51,270 22.8 17.0 19.1 6.9 4.3 32.2 15.1 5.4 


Source: Computed by the UNM Bureau of Business Research from reports of the U.S. Bureau of the Census. 


New Mexicans over 65 increased faster--429 per 
cent--than the number of persons in any other 
broad age group. The category immediately be- 
low (consisting of persons between 45 and 64) 
has been the second fastest in growth--234 per 
cent between 1910 and 1960. In 1910 only 16.1 
per cent of all New Mexicans were over 45; how- 


ever, 50 years later 20.5 per cent of all of them 
were older than 45. This increase in the upper 
brackets, where there tends to be a decrease in 
the rate of labor force participation and an in- 
crease in the need for personal services, will 
undoubtedly bring about numerous changes in the 
State's economy. 


TABLE V 
NEW MEXICO'S URBAN - RURAL POPULATION 
1910 - 1960 
Old Urban Definition® New Urban Definition 
1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1950 1960 
Total Population 327, 301 360, 350 423,317 531,818 681, 187 951,023 681, 187 951,023 
Percentage Change -- +10.1 417.5 +25.6 +28.1 +39.6 -- +36.6 
Real Change -- +33, 049 +62, 967 +108,501 +149, 369 +269, 836 -- +269, 836 
Urban 46,571 64,960 106, 816 176,401 314, 636 588,177 341, 889 626,479 
Percentage Change -- +39.5 +64.4 +65.1 +78.4 +86.9 -- +83. 2 
Real Change -- +18, 389 +41, 856 +69,585 +138, 235 +273, 541 -- +284,590 
Rural 280,730 295, 390 316,501 355,417 366,551 362, 846 339, 298 324,544 
Percentage Change -- +5.2 47.1 +12.3 +3.1 -1.0 -- -4.3 
Real Change -- +14, 660 +21,111 +38,916 +11, 134 -3,705 -14, 754 
Percentage Distribution: 
Urban 14.2 18.0 25.2 33.2 46.2 61.8 50.2 65.9 
Rural 85.8 82.0 74.8 66.8 53.8 38.2 49.8 34.1 


®Prior to 1950: Incorporated places of 2,500 or more persons. 


rom 1950: (1) Incorporated and unincorporated places of 2,500 persons or more and (2) densely settled urban fringe areas. 
Source: Computed by the UNM Bureau of Business Research from reports of the U.S. Bureau of the Census. 


TABLE VI 


THE URBAN - RURAL POPULATION OF NEW MEXICO'S COUNTIES * 


1910 - 1960 
1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 
% % % % 

Rural Urban Ur. Rural Urban Ur. Rural Urban Ur. Rural Urban Ur. Rural Urban Ur. Rural Urban Ur. 
Bernalillo 12,586 11,020 46.7 14,698 15,157 50.8 18,860 26,570 58.5 33,942 35,449 51.1 48,858 96,815 66.5 38,729 223,470 85.2 
Catron -- -- -- -- -- -- 3, 282 -- -- 4,881 -- -- 3,533 -- -- 2,773 -- -- 
Chaves 10,678 6,172 36.6 5,042 7,033 58.2 8,376 11,173 57.2 10,498 13,482 56.2 14,867 25,738 63.4 18,056 39,593 68.7 
Colfax 11,921 4,539 27.6 16,006 5,544 25.7 13, 067 6,090 31.8 11,111 7,607 40.6 8,520 8,241 49.2 5, 660 8,146 59.0 
Curry 8,188 3,255 28.4 6,332 4,904 43.6 7,782 8,027 50.8 8,094 10,065 55.4 6,033 17,318 74.2 8,978 23,713 72.5 
De Baca -- -- -- 3,196 -- -- 2, 893 -- -- 3,725 -- -- 3,464 -- -- 2,991 -- -- 
Dona Ana 9,057 3,836 29.8 12,579 3,969 24.0 21,644 5,811 21.2 22,026 8,385 27.6 27,232 12,325 31.2 30,581 29,367 49.0 
Eddy 12,400 -- -- 9,116 -- -- 12, 134 3,708 23.4 13,124 11,187 46.0 14,421 26,219 64.5 13,242 37,541 73.9 
Grant 11,596 3,217 21.7 19,277 2,662 12.1 15,531 3,519 18.5 15,006 5,044 25.2 14,627 7,022 32.4 11,728 6,972 37.3 
Guadalupe 10,927 -- -- 8,015 -- -- 7,027 -- -- 8,646 -- -- 6,772 -- -- 5,610 -- -- 
Harding -- -- -- -- -- -- 4,421 -- -- 4,374 -- -- es -- 1,874 -- -- 
Hidalgo -- -- -- 4,338 -- -- 5,023 -- -- 1,720 3,101 64.3 1,570 3,525 69.2 1,525 3,436 69.3 
Lea -- -- -- 3,545 -- -- 6, 144 -- -- 10,535 10,619 50.2 13,708 17,009 55.4 10,912 42,517 79.6 
Lincoln 7,822 -- -- 7,823 -- -- 7,198 -- -- 8,557 -- -- 7,409 -- -- 7,744 -- -- 
Los Alamos -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 10,476 -- -- 13, 037 -- -- 
Luna 3,913 -- -- 9,058 3,212 26.2 2,870 3,377 54.1 2,849 3,608 55.9 3,081 5,672 64.8 3,075 6,764 68.7 
McKinley 12,963 -- -- 9,811 3,920 28.5 14,651 5,992 29.0 16,600 7,041 29.8 18, 318 9,133 33.3 23,120 14,089 37.9 
Mora 12,611 -- -- 13,915 -- -- 10, 322 -- -- 10,981 -- -- 8,720 -- -- 6,028 -- -- 
Otero 7, 069 -- -- 7,902 -- -- 6, 683 3,096 31.7 6,572 3,950 37.5 8,126 6,783 45.5 12,053 24,923 67.4 
Quay 12,386 2,526 16.9 7,327 3,117 29.8 6,685 4,143 38.3 5,917 6,194 51.1 5,552 8,419 60.3 4,136 8,143 66.3 
Rio Arriba 16,624 -- -- 19,552 -- -- 21,381 -- -- 25,352 -- -- 24,997 -- -- 24,193 -- -- 
Roosevelt 12, 064 -- -- 6,548 -- -- 8,590 2,519 22.7 9,445 5,104 35.1 8,297 8,112 49.4 6,503 9,695 59.9 
Sandoval 8,579 -- -- 8, 863 -- -- 11,144 -- -- 13,898 -- -- 12,438 -- -- 11,627 2,574 18.1 
San Juan 8,504 -- -- 8, 333 -- -- 14,701 -- -- 17,115 -- -- 14,655 3,637 19.9 25,383 27,923 52.4 
San Miguel 15,996 6,934 30.2 14,661 8,206 35.9 14,539 9,097 38.5 15,548 12,362 44.3 12,749 13,763 51.9 9,650 13,818 58.9 
Santa Fe 9,698 5,072 34.3 7,794 7,236 48.1 8,391 11,176 57.1 10,501 20,325 65.9 10,155 27,998 73.4 10,294 34,676 77.1 
Sierra 3,536 -- -- 4,619 -- -- 5, 184 -- -- 4,022 2,940 42.2 2,623 4,563 63.5 2,140 4,269 66.6 
Socorro 14,761 -- -- 14, 061 -- -- 9,611 -- -- 7,710 3,712 32.5 5, 336 4,334 44.8 4,897 5,271 51.8 
Taos 12,008 -- -- 12,773 -- -- 14, 394 -- -- 18,528 -- -- 17, 146 -- -- 15,934 -- -- 
Torrance 10,119 -- -- 9,731 -- -- 9, 269 -- -- 11,026 -- -- 8,012 -- -- 6,497 -- -- 
Union 11,404 -- -- 16, 680 -- -- 8,518 2,518 22.8 5,907 3,188 35.1 3,857 3,515 47.7 2,754 3,314 54.6 
Valencia 13, 320 -- -- 13,795 -- -- 16, 186 -- -- 17, 207 3,038 15.0 17,986 4,495 20.0 21,122 17,963 46.0 
STATE 280,730 46,571 14.2 295,390 64,960 18.0 316,501 106,816 25.2 355,417 176,401 33.2 366,551 314,636 46.2 362,846 588,177 61.8 


*Based upon the old urban definition and unadjusted county areas. 
Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census 


We find that at the other end of the age scale the 
under-6 and the 6-to-13 age groups have grown 
approximately 200 per cent since 1910. While the 
proportion of the population these groups rep- 
resent in New Mexico increased about 1 per cent 
(from approximately 35 to 36 per cent), this ex- 
pansion--accompanying the growth of the entire 
population--has given us more persons under 14 
in 1960 than there were of all ages during 1910. 
The demands such expansion in the number of 
New Mexicans under 14 is placing and will in- 
creasingly place upon our educational, recre- 
ational, and other kinds of facilities have been 
documented in many places. 

The 21-to-44 age group, from which comes the 
bulk of our labor force and which has the highest 
labor force participation rates, grew 166 percent 
during the period under consideration. Although 
this was a big increase, it did not match that of 
the total population, with the result thatthe 21-to- 
44 age group represented a smaller segment of 
the population in 1960 than in 1910. The 14-to-17 
and the 18-to-20 groups, which in large part are 
comprised of persons either in school preparing 


to enter the labor force or those already in the 
labor force, have shown less growth than the 
other categories, increasing 149and 113 percent, 
respectively. If the age composition of our popu- 
lation continues moving in the direction in which 
it is now headed, very probably in the immediate 
future there will be a relative decline in the pro- 
portion of our population of prime-labor force 
age. However, after this immediate period, the 
large number of persons now in the youngest 
brackets will naturally make for abig increase in 
the number of persons in the middle and economi- 
cally more productive groups. Additionally, it is 
persons between 18 and 44 who produce the largest 
number of children. In several years this cate- 
gory will begin to expand much faster than the 
entire population, so that a significant increase of 
the lowest age brackets should result. These 
assumptions concerning the future composition of 
New Mexico's population are based upon only the 
present population of the State. Migration into or 
out of the State is also likely to alter the age dis- 
tribution of our population and the relative position 
of the various categories. 


Although it is valuable to examine the changing 
characteristics of the State's population as a 
whole, it is likely that considerable insight can 
be gained into the questions of economic growth 
and changing resource utilization by an investiga- 
tion of the factors influencing population change 
at the county level. The accompanying tables 


present certain datatracing the population changes 
within New Mexico counties since 1910. The Bu- 
reau of Business Research plans to make and pub- 
lish (shortly after detailed figures are released 
by the Bureau of the Census) a detailed examina- 
tion of these county changes and of the factors 
accounting for them. 


See the population-density map on the back page. 


TABLE VII 


POPULATION OF NEW MEXICO COMMUNITIES 
1910 - 1960 


1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 


Places with over 20,000 Population in 1960 


Alamogordo, Otero -- 2,363 3, 096 3,950 6,783 21,723 
Albuquerque, Bernalillo 11,020 15,157 26,570 35,449 96,815 201,189 
Carlsbad, Eddy 1,736 2,205 3,708 7,116 17,975 25,541 
Clovis, Curry 3,255 4,904 8,027 10,065 17,318 23,713 
Farmington, San Juan 785 728 1,350 2,161 3,637 23,786 
Hobbs, Lea -- -- 598 10,619 13,875 26,275 
Las Cruces, Dona Ana 3,836 3,969 5,811 8,385 12,325 29,367 
Roswell, Chaves 6,172 7,033 11,173 13,482 25,738 39,953 
Santa Fe, Santa Fe 5,072 7,236 11,176 20,325 27,998 34,676 

Total 31,876 43,595 71,509 111,552 222,464 426,223 


Places with 8, 000-20, 000 Population in 1960 


Artesia, Eddy 1,883 1,115 2,427 4,071 8,244 12,000 
Gallup, McKinley 2,204 3,920 5,992 7,041 9,133 14,089 
Grants, Valencia -- -- -- -- 2,251 10,274 
Las Vegas total, San Miguel 6,934 8,206 9,097 12,362 13,763 13,818 
City _ 3,755 4,304 4,719 5,941 7,494 7,790 
Town 3,179 3,902 4,378 6,421 6, 269 6,028 
Los Alamos, Los Alamos -- -- -- == 9,934 12,584 
Lovington, Lea -- 411 961 1,916 3,134 9,660 
Portales, Roosevelt 1,292 1,154 2,519 5,104 8,112 9,695 
Raton, Colfax 4,539 5,544 6, 090 7,607 8,241 8, 146 
Tucumcari, Quay 2,526 3,117 4,143 6,194 8,419 8,143 
Total 19,378 23,467 31,229 44,295 71,231 98,409 


Places with 2,500-8,000 Population in 1960 


Aztec, San Juan 509 489 740 756 885 4,137 
Belen, Valencia -- 1,306 2,116 3,038 4,495 5,031 
Bernalillo, Sandoval -- -- -- -- 1,922 2,574 
Clayton, Union 970 2,157 2,518 3,188 3,515 3,314 
Deming, Luna 1,864 3,212 3,377 3,608 5,672 6,764 
Eunice, Lea -- -- -- 1,227 2,352 3,531 
Jal, Lea -- -- 404 1,157 2,047 3,051 
Lordsburg, Hidalgo -- 1,325 2,069 3,101 3,525 3,436 
Milan, Valencia -- -- -- -- “= - 2,658 
Silver City, Grant 3,217 2,662 3,519 5,044 7,022 6,972 
Socorro, Socorro 1,560 1,256 2,058 3,712 4,334 5,271 
State College, Mesilla Park* -- -- -- -- -- 4,387 
Truth or Consequences, Sierra -- 455 1,336 2,940 4,563 4,269 
Tularosa, Otero -- 1,096 1,406 1,446 1,642 3,200 
Zuni Pueblo, McKinley -- -- -- -- 2,563 3,585 

Total 8,120 13,958 19,543 29,217 44,537 62,180 


Places with 1,000-2,500 Population in 1960 


Bayard, Grant -- -- -- 764 2,119 2,327 
Bloomfield, San Juan -- -- -- -- -- 1,292 
Carrizozo, Lincoln -- 104 1,171 1,457 1,389 1,546 
Central, Grant 1,511 1,075 
Espanola: Rio Arriba 

Santa Fe -- -- 314 643 1,446 1,976 
Fort Sumner, De Baca -- 777 839 1,669 1,982 1,809 
Hagerman, Chaves 449 476 609 854 1,024 1,144 
Hurley, Grant -- -- -- -- -- 1,851 
Los Lunas, Vaiencia -- -- 513 686 889 1,186 
*unincorporated 


Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census 


1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 


Loving, Eddy -- -- -- -- 1,487 1,646 
Magdalena, Socorro -- 1,867 1,371 1,323 1,297 1,211 
Mesilla, Dona Ana* -- -- -- -- 1,264 1,264 
Mountainair, Torrance -- 577 1,027 1,477 1,418 1,605 
Ranchos de Taos, Taos* -- -- -- -- 1,386 1,668 
Ruidoso, Lincoln -- -- -- -- 806 1,557 
San Felipe, Sandoval* -- -- -- -- -- 1,034 
Santa Rita, Grant* -- -- -- -- 2,135 1,772 
Santa Rosa, Guadalupe -- 1,093 1,127 2,310 2,199 2,220 
Springer, Colfax 550 915 957 1,314 1,558 1,564 
Taos, Taos -- -- -- 965 1,815 2,163 
Tatum, Lea -- -- -- -- 688 1,168 
Vaughn, Guadalupe -- 888 968 1,331 1,356 1,170 

Total 999 6,697 8,896 14,793 27,769 34,248 


Incorporated Places with less than 1,000 Population in 1960 


Capitan, Lincoln -- -- -- 932 575 ‘552 
Cimarron, Colfax 791 481 698 744 855 997 
Cloudcroft, Otero -- -- -- -- 251 464 
Columbus, Luna -- 2,110 391 265 251 307 
Corona, Lincoln -- -- -- -- 530 420 
Des Moines, Union -- -- 362 289 282 207 
Dexter, Chaves 242 333 459 734 784 885 
Elida, Roosevelt 327 300 325 330 430 534 
Encino, Torrance -- -- -- 652 408 346 
Estancia, Torrance 517 578 634 668 916 797 
Folsom, Union -- -- -- 360 206 142 
Grady, Curry -- -- -- 237 130 100 
Grenville, Union -- -- 231 143 102 55 
Hatch, Dona Ana -- -- 364 822 1, 064 888 
Hope, Eddy 417 430 275 289 186 108 
Jemez Springs, Sandoval -- -- -- -- -- 223 
Lake Arthur, Chaves 344 141 215 279 380 387 
Maxwell, Colfax -- 384 439 483 404 392 
Melrose, Curry -- 364 655 851 936 698 
Moriarty, Torrance -- -- -- -- -- 720 
Mosquero: Harding 
San Miguel -- -- 401 742 583 310 

Mills, Harding -- 171 136 -- 
Pecos, San Miguel -- -- -- 584 
Roy, Harding o= 564 713 1,138 1,074 663 
Ruidoso Downs, Lincoln 

(formerly, Green Tree) -- -- -- -- 363 407 
San Jon, Quay -- o- -- -- 362 411 
Texico, Curry 409 381 569 478 691 889 
Virden, Hidalgo -- -- 196 206 146 135 
Wagon Mound, Mora on 875 852 979 1,120 760 
Willard, Torrance -- 421 482 462 296 294 

Total 3,047 7,362 8,432 12,219 13,325 13,675 
GRAND TOTAL 63,420 95,079 139,609 212,076 379,396 634,735 
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